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City of Tucumcari 
City Commission Meeting Minutes 

October 13, 2016 
 

The Tucumcari City Commission met in a regular meeting on Thursday October 13, 2016 at 6:00 
p.m. in the City Commission Chambers. Members present constituting quorums were: Ralph 
Moya, John Mihm, Ruth Ann Litchfield and Robert Lumpkin. Amy Gutierrez was absent.  

City Staff member present were: Jared Langenegger, City Manager; Angelica Gray, City Clerk; 
Dennis Dysart, Finance Director; Alyssa Arellano, Executive Assistant; Sharayah Sisneros , 
Planning and Development; Doug Powers, Assistant City Manager; and Pete Rivera, Deputy 
Chief of Police. 

Invocation presented by Russell Braziel, John Mihm led the Pledge of Allegiance.’ 

Considerations of Changes or Deletion to Agenda 

Mr. Langenegger asked that item 4A and item 6A be deleted from the agenda.  

Both of the agreements were still getting legal consult on them, once they have them ready they 
should be ready for the next meeting. 

Commissioner Mihm made the motion to approve the agenda as amended and Mayor Pro Tem 
Lumpkin seconded the motion. Roll call: 

Litchfield Moya  Mihm  Lumpkin 
Yes  Yes   Yes   Yes 

Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Mihm makes a motion to approve the September 22, 2016, special work session 
minutes and Mayor Pro Tem Lumpkin seconded the motion. Roll Call: 
 
Lumpkin  Litchfield  Moya   Mihm 
Yes   Yes   Yes  Yes 

Mayor Pro Tem Lumpkin made a motion to approve the September 22, 2016, Commission 
Meeting Minutes and Commissioner Mihm seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Moya  Lumpkin  Mihm  Litchfield 
  Yes    Yes     Yes    Yes 

City Managers Report 

Tucumcari Monument Sign – I want to thank Chris Gries and Michael Esquibel for all of their 
hard work on installing our first monument sign.  The sign was installed at the east end of town 
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off of the 335 exit near the intersection of the Boulevard and QR 63. They did an excellent job 
and the sign looks great.  Next they will be installing one at the Convention Center.     
Risk Management – We have had a follow up meeting with New Mexico Mutual who is our 
worker’s compensation insurance provider.  They are assisting us with developing risk 
management strategies for the City.  They have provided a good range of information regarding 
plans that need updated and implemented in the City to ensure that we stay in compliance with 
OSHA regulations.  We will be forming a safety committee of 5-7 employees to assist with the 
development of these plans.  
Landfill – We have received the bid documents for the construction of Cell 3 at the landfill.  We 
have reviewed them and will send our comments back to the engineer by next week.  Once the 
bid documents are finalized, we will put the project out to bid for construction of the third 
landfill cell.  We are hoping to put the documents out to bid by the 1st of November and have the 
project started by mid-February.   
MRA – We will be having a public meeting to discuss the Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 
plan on Tuesday October 18, 2016 at 5:30 pm at the Convention Center.  The meeting will be 
held in the Tucumcari Room.  We encourage the public to attend and share their ideas regarding 
the redevelopment of downtown Tucumcari.   

The last thing is, Paws and Claws had their Spay and Neuter Clinic we are very appreciative of 
all the work they did for that. The city did receive a letter from Paws and Claws, he then read the 
letter to the commission 

They had close to forty animals spayed and neutered that should help with the animal population 
Tucumcari and Quay County and they are doing an excellent job, we always want to thank them.  

Acknowledgement of Library Board Minutes 

The commission acknowledged the Library Advisory Board from August 22, 2016. 

New Business 

Consideration to Appointment to the Member of the Community Development Board – Ms. 
Sisneros presented this matter to the commission.  She stated that they need this board so they 
can move forward with closing the current CDBG project and to start the application for next 
year’s project. They need seven members, they have 8 now, and they still need 2 members to 
have a full board of 10. 

Mayor Pro Tem Lumpkin made the motion to approve the five applicants and thank them very 
much for their volunteered service. Commissioner Mihm seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Mihm   Litchfield  Lumpkin   Moya 
Yes  Yes   Yes   Yes 
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Consideration to waive the Del Norte Center Fee - Linda Cosner presented this item to the 
Commission.  She is asking for the city’s help, she belongs to the non-profit women’s 
organization P.E.O they are philanthropic, educational organization. P.E.O established Cottey 
College, which is located in Aveda. Missouri.  It is an independent liberal arts and sciences 
college for women owned and operated by the P.E.O sisterhood since 1927.   P.E.O. has evolved 
into one of the largest non-sectarian community based organizations with nearly 6,000 Chapters 
and almost a quarter of a million members.  They have chapters in each of the 50 United States, 
the District of Columbia and in six Canadian provinces. This organization seeks out and sponsors 
women who want to further their education.  They offer scholarships for five different projects. 
The 68 New Mexico chapters support all of the projects as well as even three New Mexico 
scholarships. Over the years P.E.O has provided over $350 Million in scholarships to assist 
women to reaching higher education  and goals.  Mrs. Cosner belongs to Chapter D which was 
organized in 1917 in Tucumcari. They will be celebrating their 100th birthday this February.  To 
increase their donations to the projects, they are going to have a garage sale at Del Norte 
Community Center on November 4, and 5, 2016.  She is asking on behalf of Chapter D that the 
City waive the rental fees on Del Norte this way all of the income from the sale can go to their 
projects. Thank You for your consideration in this matter.  

Commissioner Mihm made the motion to waive the Del Norte Center Fee for P.E.O and Mayor 
Pro Tem Lumpkin seconded the motion.  Roll call:  

Moya  Mihm   Litchfield Lumpkin 
Yes  Yes   Abstain Yes 

Public Comments 

Angelica Gray introduced the new administrative assistant, Alyssa Reveles.  She welcomed her 
aboard. 

Gail Sanders- She stated that this year she has a fun item “A Tucumcari Christmas”.  This is the 
second in the series the author is Gail Martin. She has been to Tucumcari and we have given her 
ideas on her book.   She starts off the book, this is the second one, they are at Tucumcari Ranch 
Supply, they are having some barbeque they go on and they are visiting all the murals in town 
then they go to the wedding chapel, she is not going to give away the ending of the book but it 
does have to do with the wedding chapel. She has the book at the Chambers of Commerce if 
anyone wants to read it.  

Mayor Litchfield states they read the first one, the name was A Trip to Remember, it was in 
Tucumcari, and it was a good book.  

Gail Houser- He gave an update on this year’s Fired Up! event.  It was a huge success.  We had 
several tourist from other countries attend the event.  He would like to Thank. The Fired Up! 
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promotion committee, team leader Diana Beck, huge amount of help from LA Hawkins, Mr. 
Hanson who is sitting in front of you today, Kenna McKenzie, Jon Preciado, Joel Keiser, 
Brandon Goldstein who ran the Inaugural 100 mile wheels on fire event, Christine Montano, 
several employees from the city, he seems to be thanking more employees from the city, the do 
such a great job helping out and he would like to recognize the contributions  

He thanked Fire Chief, Shane Warner, and his firefighters, especially Mark Martinez.  He 
thanked Chris Gries, Mike Esquibel they have been busy working on different events. Alex Arias 
this year from the streets and sanitation department, Scott Simpson and his crew, downtown by 
the depot has never looked as good as a week before Fired Up! And the Tucumcari Police 
Department as well, they just have huge amounts of support and he really does appreciate it. He 
would also like to thank the City Commission for the approval of upgrading the electrical for the 
food vendors, that’s one check mark that they won’t have to worry about in the future. Thank 
you very much, have a nice evening.  

Mayor Litchfield and the commissioners, Thank Mr. Houser for all his hard work on Fired Up! 
They appreciate it. 

Gary Montano- He stated that his standing in the community is that he is a registered voter in 
District 2,. He comes here on a serious note. Patrick A. Gonzales was murdered on October 1, 
2015, it has been one year and twelve days since this occurred. The suspect who took Patrick’s 
life has yet to be before a judge. At the minimum he broke a City Ordinance of gun shots being 
fired inside city limits. He has the entire case file from the Tucumcari DA, Tim Rose. He is 
angry, frustrated, on what has not transpired.  A life was taken and no action has been taken by 
the City Commission. He is asking for the resignation of the Mayor at the time Mr. Robert 
Lumpkin.  He is asking for the resignation of the Tucumcari Chief of Police, Jason Braziel, and 
the Code Enforcement officer for public safety, and his supervisor. They are ready to proceed 
civilly to sue the city and to each, individuals he has named. They will be holding a town 
meeting with the media from Amarillo and Albuquerque, and they are going to send the case to 
three different district attorney’s as the Tucumcari DA is not willing to properly prosecute this 
case.  His wife, and her family, and Patrick Sr., our families have been destroyed. They went to 
football homecoming, Lil Pat was not able to attend, and he cannot speak for himself. He is here 
speaking for him on his behalf so that justice can be done, finally one year, twelve days and no 
citation. It is beyond him, people if you do not understand that a life has been taken and the 
suspect is going to coyote hunts, after this took place. So, he is here to voice his opinion for 
Patrick A. Gonzales and our families.  

Mayor Litchfield thanked Mr. Montano 
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Items from Commissioners 

Commissioner Mihm thanked everyone for coming this evening, and they are looking forward to 
the Quay County Health event at Dunn Park on the 29th, between 1p-3 p. and they look forward 
to the public attending. It is basically like a fun activity where you get some exercise and 
educates you a little more about taking care of yourself. We would like to see everyone there that 
is available on that weekend.  

Commissioner Lumpkin thanked everyone for coming tonight, he believes that they have 
Mesalands Community College Rodeo coming up Friday night and events on Saturday, he looks 
forward to that coming . It is a college rodeo event.  

Commissioner Moya stated he does not have much to say other than there seems to be some 
news around town, there is a retail store looking at Tucumcari.  He thinks they already put some 
money down on some real estate. They are doing PA studies, so that is looking good for the 
future of Tucumcari. Also, three or four weeks ago there was a doctor in town looking at 
possibly relocating to Tucumcari He stated Tucumcari seems to be going in the right direction. 

Mayor Litchfield thanks everyone for coming; they appreciate their attendance as always.  She 
is, not doing this as any kind of personal solicitation.  You may want to try the new K-Bobs they 
have a new manager out there. The owner is repainting, and cleaning it up.   

Mayor Litchfield adds that the Commissioners are going to, as soon as the meeting is adjourned, 
continue with the work session.  The audience is welcomed to stay.  

Adjournment 

Mayor Litchfield asked for the motion to adjourn. Commissioner Mihm made the motion to 
adjourn and Mayor Pro Tem Lumpkin seconded the motion. Roll Call: 

Litchfield  Moya  Mihm  Lumpkin    
Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes 

Meeting adjourned at  6:28 p.m. 

 

        
Ruth Ann Litchfield, Mayor 
 

Attested by: 
 
 
       
Angelica M. Gray, City Clerk 


