
City of Tucumcari 

City Commission Meeting Minutes 

December 19, 2013 

 

 

The Tucumcari City Commission met in a regular meeting on Thursday, December 19, 2013, at 

6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers, Members present constituting a quorum were, 

Amiel Curnutt, Ernest Dominguez, Robert Lumpkin, Jimmy Sandoval, and Dora Salinas-

McTigue 

  

City Staff members present were: Doug Powers, City Manager; Jason Braziel, Chief of Police; 

Jessica Elebario, Senior Director; Angelica Gray, City Clerk; Dennis Dysart, Financial Director; 

and Pete Rivera, Deputy Chief of Police. 

 

Pastor John Hinze, of First Baptist Church led the invocation and Doug Powers led the group in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Consideration of Changes or Deletions to Agenda 

 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked if under the “Items from Citizens” if the commission had something 

to submit for discussion in regards to appointing an observer.   

 

Ms. Gray stated if the commission would like to appoint an observer they can but it is not a must.  

However, if they would like to it needs to happen tonight and approved by the commission.   

 

Mayor suggested the item can be discussed when they get to it on the agenda. 

 

Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the agenda as written and Ernest Dominguez seconded 

the motion.  Roll Call: 

 

Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 

  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 

 

Items from Commissioners 

 

Mr. Lumpkin stated he and Mr. Powers traveled to Grady for an Eastern New Mexico Regional 

Water Authority meeting.  He stated this group wants to build the pipeline from Ute Reservoir to 

the top of the mesa.  What was discussed today was eradication of the vegetation, the water using 

plants along the watershed areas above Ute Reservoir.   

 

A gentleman with the Canadian River Eradication Project, has been doing this for ten years.  He 

gave the presentation on it.  They have been working every year t hey apply for grants with the 

Water Trust Board and other funding agencies.  These grants are matching grants.  It’s not 

always a 100% paid for.   

 

They have eradicated all the vegetation between Ute Dam and Lake Meredith.  He had one 

statistic which is an 8 inch salt cedar with approximately an eight inch trunk would use 200 

gallons a day.  They whole premises of removing this vegetation for each of the plants would be 

200 gallons of water that would be used for something else.   
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He is looking forward to this being a success.  We have a group in Tucumcari named TQCRWA, 

a group Ute Reservoir Commission and the City of Tucumcari.  We will also ask Quay County to 

be a part of it.  What they would like to do is write letters to the agencies in Santa Fe and 

Washington, showing our support for these efforts.  This would be the first part of this particular 

issue.  He hopes this would show a unity that we are working together.   

 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue thanked everyone for coming tonight.   

 

Mr. Sandoval thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and New 

Year.  He stated that whatever happens next year, hopefully they will work hard to try to get the 

outdoor classroom up and running to bring in jobs.  In addition, he hopes, for the safety for our 

community, the sirens will be repaired.  He stated he is the liaison for the library and he hopes 

they can work on the library because it is in poor condition and it would help the students.   

 

Mr. Dominguez thanked everyone for coming tonight.  He thanked the Chamber of Commerce 

and everyone who was involved in the parade of lights.   

 

Mayor Curnutt thanked everyone for coming and he hopes everyone has a great holiday season.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the minutes for December 12, 2013 work session 

Commission minutes and Ms. Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

 

Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 

  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 

 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue made the motion to approve the December 12, 2013 Commission Meeting 

Minutes and Mr. Lumpkin seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

 

Lumpkin Sandoval Dominguez Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 

  Yes    Yes      Yes    Yes    Yes 

 

City Manager’s Report 

 

Mr. Powers stated that we are getting close to completing the water tank.  We are lacking a few 

connections however, they have made great progress.   

 

We also have the landfill open again this week. 

 

He had a few of the employees working at Kodiak Produce.  Alex Arias is working on a material 

in the back to build up the parking lot.   

 

He brought up the possibility of building a new fire/ambulance department building during the 

work session last week.  In this interim period, he has contacted Mark Lake with Mainstreet 

Group and it looks like it could be a possibility.  There would be a design team who would come 

and work on a conceptual drawing for the facility.   
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He also presented this to the Economic Development Corporation last Tuesday.  We have 

contacted USDA regarding the community facilities grant fund.  He spoke to Eric Vigil, who has 

assigned this matter to his staff.  His comments sound promising.  He asked for results of the 

commissions contacts.  He hopes to move forward with this for the commission to make a 

decision.   

 

In regards to RAD water issue, a hearing was set today but has been continued and rescheduled 

for January  2, 2014 in Las Vegas, NM.   

 

We have Ed DeBois coming in to visit with us at the wastewater treatment plant on December 

30
th

.  Mr. Powers has been out there several times and the employees are tearing apart an auger 

today.  Mr. Henson has turned in requisitions and they are making great progress at that 

wastewater.   

 

Mr. Powers stated that the parade of lights was nice and he thanked the City staff who worked on 

getting lights out at the depot and the Veteran’s Park.   

 

He wished everyone a Happy Holiday.   

 

Bids and Contracts 

 

Water Transmission Addition Engineering Services - Mr. Powers stated this is regarding our 

Water Trust Board application.  It is a $2 million grant combination loan that they are providing 

us.  We came in 4 or 5 years ago with a set of plans and they have asked for a certain number of 

things to be updated.  We were looking at an open cut across the frontage road by the golf course 

but now they would like for us to look at the possibility of boring underneath the pavement.  The 

proposal from Wilson and Co. who did the original design, will allow them to come in and 

update the set of plans.  We might, depending on the outcome of the easement with NMDOT, 

look at a surveying and a change to the alignment.  It would be $7,913.46 for their work to come 

over and update the plans.  This is to be done within 30 days.  He stressed the importance of time 

on this project.   

 

Mr. Lumpkin stated this is Water Trust Board money that we have to build this project.  He does 

not want to delay this process.  The Water Trust Board wants this done as quickly as possible. 

 

Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the Water Transmission Addition Engineering 

Services and Mr. Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

 

Dominguez Lumpkin Curnutt Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 

  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes     Yes 

 

Amendment No 1 – Proposal for Well Protest Technical Support CDM Smith Project No. 1 

PSWNB-29914 – Mr. Powers stated CDM Smith is working with the City on the water well 

protest with our water attorney, Kyle Harwood.  They have asked for additional work revision of 

our well location maps, review of discovery request, review of discovery data provided, 

formatting discovery data for use of the hydraulic modeling, and analysis of the related well 

applications.  This will supply us when the matter goes to a hearing with the State Engineer’s 

Office where we can provide the information that shows this irrigation well is and will impact 

our City water wells.   
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The original agreement with CDM Smith was for $12,375 and this will increase that amount by 

$6,500. 

 

Mr. Lumpkin stressed the importance of this matter.  The bottom-line is the irrigation well will 

affect our citizens’ water. 

 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked if this additional funding is to answer the suit with Lopez Farms.  

Mr. Lumpkin stated the lawsuit with Lopez Farms was dismissed.  This amendment is for 

additional funding to give an engineer’s report that will show the impact of outside wells on our 

City wells.   

 

Charlie Sandoval, water department supervisor, stated he has been dealing with this for a while 

and if the commission has any questions, they can address those questions to him.  There is a 

well in our town well field and a lot of the wells have dropped production drastically, with one 

not pumping water at all.   

 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue wanted to clarify that the original funding for this project is $12,325 and 

now we are approving an additional $6,500 for it.   

 

Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve Amendment No 1 with CDM Smith and Mr. 

Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

 

Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 

  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 

 

New Business  

 

Appointment of Watchers, Challengers, and Observers for Special Election – Ms. Gray 

stated that pursuant §3-8-31 the commissioners who are being recalled have the right to appoint a 

challenger and watcher along with an alternate from their district.  This can be done amongst 

themselves.  They have a time limit to provide a petition to, which has been done.   

 

The observer is who needs to be appointed by the commission.  Ms. Gray stated the observer has 

no powers other than to observe the conduct of the election and observe the counting and tallying 

and report to the governing body.  Ms. Gray stated if the governing body wishes to appoint an 

observer, that person would report back to the governing body.    

 

Mr. Lumpkin stated there are people watching the election already.  His thought is the 

commission does not have another meeting and he does not have any names in mind that would 

be willing to do this.   

 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated that as long as we have a challenger and watcher, she didn’t see why 

an observer is needed 

 

Mr. Sandoval, Mr. Dominguez and Mayor Curnutt did not think one was needed.   

 

Mr. Lumpkin made the motion that the commission not appoint an observer and Ms. Salinas-

McTigue seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  
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Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue  

  Yes `   Yes     Yes    Yes    Yes 

 

Jessica Elebario – As a department head for the Senior Center, she wanted to report that the roof 

at the citizen’s center was repaired.   

 

Daniel Garcia – Stated that he asked Mayor Curnutt if he could recite the Pledge of Allegiance 

in Spanish and the Mayor did not allow him to.  He stated that several of us here tonight are 

former marines and to be told by the Commission that he could not recite the pledge in his 

language, irritates him.  He asked the commission how they felt about it.   

 

Mayor Curnutt stated that he does not have a problem with reciting the Pledge in Spanish, 

however, he would like notice of it.   

 

Mr. Garcia asked how the special election will be paid.  Mayor Curnutt stated the money is 

coming from the general fund.   

 

Jean O’Dean – She is working with New Mexico Broadband Initiative and UNM Telehealth.  

She has been notified that Gov. Martinez has set aside $600,000 to provide 

telehealth/telemedicine to rural areas.  They are looking at Quay County to be our research and 

development site.   

 

 

Gary Montano – He agrees with Jimmy Sandoval regarding outdoor classroom.  He has a copy 

of the property profile and it states there are 2,725 total acres that belong to the City.   He hopes 

in 2014 the City can get grant money to develop this area and he thinks it would bring jobs to 

Tucumcari.   

 

Mr. Montano visited with Mr. Apodaca and he stated he does not recall there being a time limit 

imposed other than in the event there were 20 or 30 people.  He also read the protocol to Mr. 

Apodaca regarding the clock and he was against it.   

 

He asked Mr. Makin at the NMML what constitutes a quorum. Ms. Gray stated that the 

commission can gather but they cannot discuss City business.   

 

Betty Coslett – She is here on behalf of the Cemetery Board.  They appreciate the work that is 

being done at the cemetery.  She thanked the commission.  She recognized Abel Sena, Luciano 

Montano, and Leonard Griego for their hard work. 

 

The City found a bronze plaque that mentioned Tucumcari Memorial Park Association 

organizers names.  It said their first president served from 1939 to 1942.   

 

Items from Commissioners 

 

Mr. Sandoval stated drive safely. 

 

Mr. Dominguez wished everyone a Happy Holiday.   
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Mr. Lumpkin re-iterated what the commission said and wished everyone Happy Holidays. 

 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and Feliz Navidad. 

 

Mayor Curnutt thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year.   

 

Adjournment 

 

Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to adjourn and Ms. Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:   

 

Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 

  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 

 

Meeting over at 6:37 p.m.   

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Amiel Curnutt, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Angelica M. Gray, City Clerk 


