
City of Tucumcari 
City Commission Meeting Minutes 

September 11, 2013 
 

 
The Tucumcari City Commission met in a regular meeting on Wednesday, September 11, 2013, 
at 2:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers, Members present constituting a quorum were 
Jimmy Sandoval, Mayor Amiel Curnutt, Ernest Dominguez, Jr., Robert Lumpkin, and Dora 
Salinas-McTigue. 
 
City Staff members present were; Doug Powers, City Manager; Angelica Gray, City Clerk; 
Dennis Dysart, Finance Director; and Vicki Strand, Community Development Director. 

 
Fred Caton, Pastor for Divine Connection Church led us into invocation and Ernest Dominguez, 
Jr. led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Consideration of Changes for Deletions to the Agenda 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the agenda as written and Ms. Salinas-McTigue 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Items from Commissioners  
 
Mr. Sandoval stated he was in a meeting this afternoon regarding the Chamber of Commerce 
funding.  He believes this matter has been settled.  However, he feels it is time to put the brakes 
on and work on issues and problems.  We need to move in the right direction.  He feels we are 
losing our tourism.  We need to work on our tourism.  He stated if we are going to move this 
community forward, we need to work together.  In his opinion, things are moving slowly.   
 
Mr. Dominguez thanked everyone for coming today.  He can assure the citizens that 
commissioners and city manager are working together to move forward. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin congratulated Xcel Energy.  Since 2005, Xcel Energy has given $30,000 to our 
local college for scholarships.  Recently, they donated $8,000 to the North American Wind and 
Training Center.  He complimented the college for working with Xcel.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin informed the citizens that he, Mr. Powers and Mayor Curnutt attended a meeting in 
Clovis.  We had real good success.  We have been working on the Ute Late Water project 
concerns.  Yesterday, we elected a new leader to the commission and he is working on that.  We 
are on the commission and decided to ask for another survey and an engineering report to study 
the feasibility of that project.  In other words, will that reservoir support that project.  Will 
$500,000,000 pipeline be worth the effort and will the results of the pipeline be worth the 
amount of money they are spending on it.  Everyone on the committee agreed with us.   
 
Mr. Salinas-McTigue thanked everyone for coming to this meeting today.  She concurs with 
commissioner Sandoval.  We need to work closer together.  Everybody has to be on the same 
page.  While at the same time, she wants to let us know that we are having severe issues with our 
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wastewater treatment facility.  It is being gigged, for lack of a better word.  Our reports from 
EPA are not where they should be.  We are still having problems with the Cemetery and our 
landfill and we are still talking about Sands Dorsey.  With that said, we will be moving forward 
to making positive changes. 
 
Mayor Curnutt thanked everyone for coming today.   
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the August 22, 2013 regular commission meeting 
minutes as written and Ms. Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion. Roll Call: 
 
Lumpkin Sandoval Dominguez  Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
   Yes       Yes    Yes         Yes    Yes 
 
Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Items from Citizens 
 
No items from citizens. 
 
Proclamations, Memorials, or Petitions 
 
Mayor Curnutt declared September 17 through 23, 2013 as Constitution Week.  Proclamation 
was accepted by Gigi Parker, Susan Taylor and Laura Osborne, members of Daughters of the 
American Revolution.  
 
Ordinances or Resolutions 
 
Resolution 2013-25, Youth Conservation Corps Grant – Ms. Strand stated this resolution 
gives the City permission to apply for the YCC grant.  It is renewed annually.  This grant is used 
to hire youths every year to complete projects around the City.   
 
Mr. Powers stated this is probably the best program we have.  We have hired a great group of 
young men to complete projects. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve Resolution 2013-25 and Ms. Salinas-McTigue 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Curnutt Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes     Yes     Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Resolution 2013-26, Authorizing submission of Application for Airport Aid to FAA – Mr. 
Powers filled in for Mr. Stephenson, airport manager.  He stated this resolution states the City 
will put up the 5% match on the airport project and 90% by FAA and 5% of that comes from the 
State Aviation Division and the remainder is from City funds.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve Resolution 2013-26 and Ms. Salinas-McTigue 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
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Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes   Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
City Manager Report 
 
Mr. Powers apologized for not attending the work sessions scheduled for today.  He was 
attending a hearing at the courthouse. 
 
He further stated the Daubs Addition project is within one week from completion.  We had 
money left over in the CDBG expenditure and we were able to add an extra block to the paving 
on Heman Street.   
 
Two weeks ago he attended the NMML conference. 
 
This last week we had a pre-bid on the landfill.  We had a good turnout on this. The bid opening 
for the next cell is scheduled for next week.   
 
He and Mayor Curnutt met with Mark Lake on Monday.  Mr. Lake had representatives from 
Economic Development in his office regarding the Sands Dorsey.  They will put funding 
proposals together for the building.  We have agreed to meet with them in the future.   
 
Regarding the Ute Lake Water, he thanked Mr. Lumpkin and Mayor Curnutt for attending the 
Ute Lake Water meeting with him.  When you have the elected officials present it helps out in a 
meeting with that type of organization.  He was pleased with the meeting.   
 
We have received another application for the wastewater plant supervisor and we have had an 
inquiry from another gentleman.  He talked to Mr. Rivera, regarding the clarifier machine and we 
are doing research on the machine.  Chris Rodriguez with HDR Engineering stated they will put 
a proposal together for parts and a service technician.  He didn’t anticipate it would cost all that 
much.   
 
Mr. Powers knows that a month or so ago Commissioner Salinas-McTigue asked for an update 
and solutions.  We are still working toward the progress on Sands Dorsey.  He wished he could 
tell the commissioners that we are tearing the building down, but we are not at that point.  We 
have several people involved in this project.   
 
As for the landfill, we will continue to work on that.  I have given an update in the last couple of 
meetings.  I hope that has been a satisfactory reply.  
 
Bids and Contracts 
 
Grant Application for Construction of Perimeter Road, Remark Runway 3-21 – Mr. Powers 
stated this shows a breakdown of the perimeter road. It is a project this year at the airport.  It has 
been an issue trying to complete work at the airport and keep up the fencing.  We don’t have 
roads out there.  This will give us the roads we need.  There is a breakdown that shows FAA’s 
share and our cost involved with this project.   
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Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked if this is the grant application for monies that Mr.  Stephenson had to 
submit by September 16, 2013.  She does not want to lose the monies that go to our airport.  Mr. 
Powers agreed.  She asked since we are running so close to the deadline, we are going to Fed Ex 
or overnight it to the entity.  Ms. Gray stated the plan is to Fed Ex it to FAA.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue made the motion to approve the grant application for construction of 
perimeter road and Mr. Lumpkin seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Award Recommendation from WHPacific awarding BlueCollar Construction to Project #: 
3-35-0043-015-2013 – Mr. Powers stated that BlueCollar Company is the firm working on the 
perimeter road.  He stated the Resolution and the Award are all for the same project.  We had a 
bid opening and Versatile and BlueCollar submitted bids and BlueCollar was the lowest bid.   
 
Mayor asked if we need an approval for each one.  Mr. Powers stated that we need an approval 
for each one.  
 
Mr.  Lumpkin made the motion to approve WHPacific award BlueCollar Construction and Mr. 
Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
State Grant Agreement for Airport Projects, for Consumable Items  - Mr. Powers stated he  
is once again filling in for Mr. Stephenson.  He directed the commissioners to the last page of 
this agreement.  The spreadsheet breaks it down for us.  This is a yearly grant and it helps with 
maintenance and repairs at the airport.  Mr. Stephenson stated he already had $500 he can spend 
by utilizing our $1,000 match, we can receive an additional $9,000.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the state grant agreement for airport projects and Ms. 
Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion and stated that she spoke to Mr. Stephenson and he 
applies for these grants.  She stated the City does not put out any effort into this grant.  Roll Call: 
 
Lumpkin Sandoval Dominguez Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
New Business 
 
Approval of funding for Chamber of Commerce, Main Street “Fired Up”, Rock A Billy on 
the Route and Bluegrass – Mr. Lumpkin stated that we discussed this in the work session and 
he thinks all commissioners agreed that we would approve the $28,000 for Chamber of 
Commerce, $2,500 for Mainstreet “Fired Up”, $5,950 for Rock A Billy, and $2,000 for 
Bluegrass.  He would like to thank the individuals who put these functions together. He also 
received an email from a citizen helping us to make a decision for these types of matters.  He 
supported their requests.   
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Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve funding to the Chamber in the amount of $28,000; 
$2,500 for Mainstreet “Fired Up”, $5,950 for Rock A Billy, and $2,000 for Bluegrass.   
 
Mayor Curnutt stated Mr. Lumpkin’s motion dies for a lack of a second. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin asked if we can have additional numbers submitted or support on what needs to get 
done.  These organizations need to know what will happen.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked Mr. Dominguez if he had anything to say.  Mr. Dominguez stated 
the only applicant that has complied with the commissioners’ request is the Chamber of 
Commerce.  He knows that Ms. Gresham has been with us pleading for the monies.  She has 
showed us figures on what she is doing with the monies that have been appropriated through the 
City to fund the Chamber of Commerce.  We have asked the other applicants during the 
Lodger’s Tax Board, to provide us with numbers on what they have received and how they are 
spending these monies and he has not received anything.  He does not have a problem approving 
funding to the Chamber of Commerce.  However, as for the other applicants, he wants them to 
provide him with figures on how much they have received last year from fund raisers.   
 
He has heard that the Rock A Billy event brought in monies and it was very successful.  They 
charged $40.00 a person to see the entertainment.  He wants to see amounts before he approves 
anything.   
 
Mr. Dominguez made the motion to approve the funding to Chamber of Commerce in the 
amount of $28,000 and table the approval of funding to Rock A Billy, Mainstreet “Fired Up” and 
Bluegrass until the next meeting and Ms. Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Route 66 Museum update presentation - Mr. Jim Lafferty stated he was not aware of the 
meeting being rescheduled.  He had asked to be put on the agenda for Thursday.  We had a group 
of ten people who were going to present.  However, he could not get them here at the last minute.  
The collaborating partners are the City of Tucumcari, Route 66 Museum, Quay County Action 
Group, Tucumcari Mainstreet, Quay County Chamber of Commerce, Greater Tucumcari EDC 
and Mesalands Small Business Development Center.  
 
Our financial partners who donated monies or committed monies are First National Bank of New 
Mexico, Tucumcari Federal Savings and Loan, Citizens Bank, McMullen Foundation, and 
Altrusa.   
 
Their accomplishments to date are they have established a corporation with the State of New 
Mexico, which is “New Mexico Rte 66 Museum’.  They have filed their IRS documents which 
will determine their 501 (C)(3) status. They have established a website and Facebook page.  We 
opened an operating PayPal account for membership being paid online.  We have applied to New 
Mexico University for operating assistance in funding.  We are currently marketing the museum 
both locally and nationally and we have raised money.  They currently have $4,600 in the bank 
and we have $10,000 obligated that we can’t access until the IRS give us our determination 
letter.  Of course, with the help of the Rte. 66 Museum and local entities, the Rock A Billy event 
was a success.  We were able to highlight the museum and how it might look like.   
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He understands that Gretchen Gurtler, manager at Mesalands Museum has contacts and she 
thinks she can get us a student assigned to work at the Museum as a curator at no cost to the 
Museum.   
 
They have recently met with Senator Ray Lujan regarding the delay in their 501(C)(3).  The 
delay in the 501 (C)(3) is out of our hands.  We sent the paperwork immediately after we signed 
the agreement with the City and they are not processing any paperwork.  Until that determination 
letter arrives, we cannot actively seek funding.   
 
The new work group established with Mainstreet is looking at the possibility in combining 
efforts for both Museums.  We are looking at coordinating our efforts to combine funding in 
order to make them both come together at the same time.  We are currently working on an 
operations and procedures manual that will be used once we determine how we will maintain the 
displays.   
 
Our attorney is preparing an addendum to our current lease asking the City to approve freezing 
the current lease in its current condition and letting the convention center director book out 90 
days plus.   
 
He stated that as of right now there is no money being spent by the City.  He stated that freezing 
the lease does not do anything but allow the Museum to say they still have a spot and at the same 
time we start the remainder of our process.  He thinks they have shown they are on track and are 
going in the right direction.  He hopes to have an addendum approved today.   
 
The Museum group would give the City 90 days Notice before they are ready to continue 
utilizing the building.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated she supports the Rte. 66 Museum, however she would like to see the 
Museum in its own building.  When you can get it together it will have a home and you do not 
have to be moving and we won’t have to hear about the anti donation clause.  Mr. Lafferty 
responded by saying the convention center is not a permanent home.  We cannot sell a project on 
the fact that we will build it later.  We are working with Don Chalmers and the Museum is part 
of his plans and therefore there is intent to find a permanent home. 
 
Mr. Lafferty asked if we can put this subject to bed with a motion that will allow freezing the 
lease.  Mayor Curnutt stated that we cannot approve any motion due to it being put on the agenda 
as an update.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated that for a good outcome it would be good to be put on at the next 
meeting.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin thanked Mr. Lafferty and all individuals working with the Museum.  He further 
stated he would agree he does not have a problem freezing the lease and possibly approve it but 
it will have to put on the next agenda.   
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Items from Commissioners 
 
Mr. Sandoval stated the only reason why the community does not know what’s going on, is 
because the media come here and they misinform or don’t report at all.  If you want to know 
what’s going on you need to come to our meetings.   
 
Mr. Dominguez thanked everyone for coming.  He wants to follow up on Mainstreet, Rock A 
Billy, and Bluegrass.  They are trying just as much as the City of Tucumcari.  He cannot work in 
the dark.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin thanked everyone for coming and thanked all volunteers in Tucumcari. 
 
Mayor Curnutt apologized if any feelings were hurt however, we need to respect everyone’s 
wishes.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Mayor Curnutt asked for a motion to Adjourn.  Ms. Salinas-McTigue made a motion to adjourn 
and Mr. Lumpkin seconded the motion. Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes           Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:47 p.m. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Amiel Curnutt, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Angelica M. Gray, City Clerk 


