
City of Tucumcari 
City Commission Meeting Minutes 

October 24, 2013 
 

 
The Tucumcari City Commission met in a regular meeting on Thursday, October 24, 2013, at 
6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers, Members present constituting a quorum were, 
Ernest Dominguez, Jr., Robert Lumpkin, Jimmy Sandoval, Amiel Curnutt, and Dora Salinas-
McTigue. 
 
City Staff members present were: Doug Powers, City Manager; Angelica Gray, City Clerk; 
Dennis Dysart, Finance Director; Ralph Lopez, Project Manager; Brenda Rivali, EMS Director; 
and Jason Braziel, Police Chief. 

 
Rick Haymaker Pastor at Agape West Church led the invocation and City Manager, Doug 
Powers led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Consideration of Changes for Deletions to the Agenda 
 
Mayor Curnutt stated that after visiting with the city attorney, Randy Knudson, Item D under 
New Business should have stated a reason for the item.  It will be disregarded tonight since it has 
been done and go forward with the way it is written. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion approve the agenda as written and Ms. Salinas-McTigue 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Lumpkin Sandoval Dominguez Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Items from Commissioners 
 
Mr. Sandoval thanked everyone for coming out tonight.   
 
Mr. Dominguez welcomed everyone. 
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue thanked everyone for coming and she wishes we could get this a full house 
every time we have a commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin thanked everyone for coming.  He stated that Robert Hockaday received a 
leadership award from the Santa Fe Green Chamber Commerce.  Mr. Hockaday is relatively new 
to our community.  We are proud to have him in Tucumcari. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin added that Commissioner Sandoval was elected to serve as the Western Region 
Associate Member of the Diversity Committee for Association of Community College Trustees.  
He congratulated Mr. Sandoval.   
 
Mr. Curnutt wants to take this opportunity to thank everyone for coming.  
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Approval of Minutes 
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue made the motion to approve the minutes for October 10, 2013 and Mr. 
Lumpkin seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Cunutt  Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the work session minutes for October 10, 2013 and 
Mr. Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes      Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Items from Citizens 
 
Daniel Garcia – He stated the commission needs to go back and terminate the city manager, 
Doug Powers, compensate him if that’s what the commission wants to do.  In regards to the 
recall petition, his impression from the last meeting was that these petitions were taken care of.  
He thinks the commission need to get together and resolve this issue.  He believes this will affect 
the racino.  They have created a situation where an un-appointed official has more power than an 
appointed official.   
 
Gilbert Pacheco – He came once for financial records.  He came to the commission at the time, 
which was Mayor James Witcher, Robert Lumpkin, Amiel Curnutt, Jimmy Sandoval, and 
Antonio Apodaca.  When he received the records he requested, they were wrong.  He is the 
veteran who did not receive a plot at the cemetery.  Command Sgt. Major, Joseph E. Barnes, 
wrote a letter to Doug Powers.  He believes that everything Scott Simpson does, has been 
covered up.  He also believes that if it were a Hispanic, he would have been fired. 
 
He asked Ms. Salinas-McTigue if her husband was employed with Kodiak Produce.  He thanked 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue for repairing the road.  In regards to the petition, he signed it under false 
pretences.  He was told that that three (3) commissioners were being recalled, Commissioners 
Sandoval, Dominguez, and Ms. Salinas-McTigue.  He wants to know why Mr. Dominguez is not 
being recalled.  He thinks everyone should be treated equally.   
 
He asked Mr. Powers to respond to the letter from Joseph E. Barnes.   
 
Joseph Ysco – He is a small business owner.  He agrees with several of the citizens issues other 
than the racial issue, he does not believe in that.  As far as the petition, he also signed it and he 
believed the petition was to bring Rock a Billy back to Tucumcari.  He was misled also.  As far 
as Mr. Sandoval and Ms. Salinas-McTigue, he does not believe that the recall needs to happen.   
 
He welcomed Mr. Powers back and thinks the commission is doing a great job.  He apologizes 
for signing the petition.   
 
Alice Valencia – She is a concerned citizen.  The commission needs to do their job.  She thinks 
Mr. Sandoval and Ms. Salinas-McTigue are doing a great job.  They have dignity and honesty.   
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It’s ghastly what is going on with the Sands Dorsey.  She thinks something needs to get it done.  
It should have been taken down years ago.   
 
Rick Haymaker – He came two weeks because he didn’t want to see anyone fired or replaced 
and he is here today because he does not want to see anyone fired or replaced, it’s that simple.   
 
Proclamation, Memorials, or Petitions 
 
Proclamation, declaring October 23rd – October 31st Red Ribbon Week – Susan Lease 
accepted the proclamation.  She invited everyone to attend the carnival on October 26th at Quay 
County Fairgrounds.   
 
Proclamation declaring November 2013 as National Hospice Palliative Care Month – Mary 
Jimenez accepted the proclamation.  
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
Mr. Powers stated that he attended the Mortgage Finance Authority meeting set up by Pat 
Vanderpool.  It was very informative.  There were several local real estates along with people 
from Harding County and Clovis who attended.   
 
He also attended the Infrastructure Finance Conference.  They met with the water trust board.  
They had requested additional information on some of our matching funds, as directed in our 
water tank construction project, currently going on.  We will provide them with that information 
at which time they will proceed. 
 
They met with the Drinking Water Bureau, Ryan Helton.  The went over several projects along 
with the water tank, which is ongoing.  It seems that we are on time with the project. 
 
We met with a lot of our funding agencies.  He met with Paul Casting RBC Capital and did a 
presentation with financing public works projects.   
 
Mr. Powers yielded some of his time to Dennis Dysart to give an update on the financial report.   
 
Dennis Dysart, Finance Director – The first quarter budget is $628,000,000 deficit.  We 
recognize that $400,000 is the emergency contingency that has not been used in prior years.  We 
have $390,000 identified for the fire engine and their equipment related to that.  The fire 
department is funded by state grants.  The funds are gathered throughout the year.   
 
The actual is $625,000 credit surplus, which is primarily due to funding and grants from last year 
that have come in this year.  For instance, Homeland Security is $60,000; trash truck is 
$150,000, landfill closure grant is $105,000 and fire grant for $225,000.   
 
He also included in the statements from DFA reports, which are required every quarter.  Our 
cash statements are included, between the DFA, cash fund statement, city statement, he also has 
a 52 page detailed report.  It is required by law that the City not go over the budget and we do 
not.   
 
The other report he provided is for risk factors.  We are meeting our audit requirements for that.   
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He included a revenue risk sheet which reflects potential short falls in our revenue.  There is 
$116,000 that he would be concerned about.  But there are some gains and losses and we can 
watch and manage those as we go forward. 
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated on the fraud risk, she noticed there was a 5F on asset accountability 
which F means fraud.  Mr. Dysart stated we have had many problems with fixed assets in prior 
years.  We have failed 7 audits prior to him coming to the City in 2010 because of our fixed 
assets accountability.  He was faced with the audit immediately.  He immediately worked on the 
fixed assets and it was accepted by the auditors and as a result we passed the audit for that year.  
With Gov. Martinez new executive order 2013-006, they are not giving funding for grants if 
criteria’s are not being met.  We have been questioned on it because we have material weakness 
due to the risk and assessment issue.  He explained it was an oversight issue and he provided all 
the details they asked for and they have allowed us to be accepted in terms of the funding 
criteria.  He also stated that that he thinks New Mexico Finance Authority is okay with our 
position. 
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue also inquired about the sludge swifter.  Mr. Dysart stated he does not know 
why the sludge risk was not taken care of.   Mr. Ramirez passed away and it was laid on Michael 
Rivera’s lap.  He explained to Mr. Rivera that a budget is just a basic guideline and if funding is 
required we will get the finding that is needed.  The funding should not be an issue.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked about the submersible pump, which also has a 5 and is also for the 
wastewater treatment plant.  She asked how it was being addressed.  Mr. Dysart stated that they 
came up during the financial board meeting and the identification of the 5 means it is a risk and 
we want to get it fixed.  He stated he put it on there because he knew that Ms. Salinas-McTigue 
in particular was concerned about it.   
 
Mr. Powers also stated that we have interviews set up for the superintendent position at the 
wastewater treatment plant. 
 
Mr. Powers told the commission the liner at the landfill will be installed next week  
 
Mr. Vanderpool asked that he be put on the agenda for the next commission meeting to discuss a 
proposal for Sands Dorsey.  
 
Bid and Contracts 
 
Request for Approval for Sensus Warranty Agreement – Mr. Lopez, Project Manager with 
Planning and Zoning Department, it is his understanding that there were concerns regarding the 
warranty.  However, the matter has been resolved by the City and Western Industrial will now 
warranty it.   
Mr. Powers added this agreement was prepared by our City Attorney, Randy Knudson. 
 
Request for Approval of Cooperative Agreement between City and New Mexico 
Department of Transportation – The city submitted a letter to go forward and apply for 2014 
cooperative funding.  This project description was for reclaiming existing street and repaving 
with PMVP and replacement of the curbs.  The funding amount from the State is $33,735 and 
City will match $11,245 for a total of $44,980.   
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Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the Sensus Warranty Agreement and the Cooperative 
Agreement between the City and New Mexico Department of Transportation and Mr. 
Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Request for Approval of EMS Fund Act System Improvements – Ms. Rivale stated what she 
is asking for is to present this to the EMS Fund Act.  The first improvement will be for the power 
gurney.  
 
Mr. Lumpkin stated the grant is for $11,300 and the City will match $3,700.   
 
Mr. Sandoval asked if Ms. Rivale had checked into a bariatric gurney.  Ms. Rivale stated the cost 
is approximately $40,000.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion approve the EMS Fund Act System Improvements and Mr. 
Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes     Yes    Yes 
 
Request for Approval of EMS Fund Act Vehicle Purchase – Ms. Rivale stated this is a 25% 
match grant.  She is not sure it will be approved however, if the application is not submitted we 
won’t get it.  It will cost the City $33,750 with State giving $101,250 for a new ambulance.  
 
Mr. Powers stated this is replacing the oldest ambulance which has 267,000 miles.   
 
Mr. Sandoval asked how many units are not running.  Ms. Rivale stated all ambulances are 
currently running. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to approve the grant application and Mr. Dominguez seconded 
the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Lumpkin Sandoval Dominguez Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Old Business 
 
Mayor Curnutt acknowledged the Cemetery Advisory Board minutes from September 17, 2013.  
 
New Business 
 
Mayor Curnutt informed the presenters that they will be allowed to 10 minutes. 
 
Jeane O’Dean – She is the President of Chief Knowledge Officer of Global Telesis 3, LLC 
stated that she established her business in Santa Fe she did 2 legislative bills in 2006 and 2009.  
She has dual degrees.  She is focusing on global knowledge economy.   
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She is proposing that Tucumcari be a model and duplicate to create a virtual art center.   
 
Her partner Kim Mitchell, has 24 patents. 
 
Certification of Petition signatures as Valid or Order for Examination pursuant to 3-1-5(G) 
– Mr. Lumpkin stated that the commission has two choices which are to certify as valid or order 
the City Clerk to examine the petitions.  He recommends they refer petitions be examined by our 
city clerk.   
 
Ms. Gray stated she has until October 30, 2013 to certify the petitions. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to order the city clerk to examine the petitions and then certify.   
 
Mr. Dominguez stated that if it is for an examination, he would second the motion. 
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated she has the second petition and there are people who signed it who 
are not registered to vote, who were not in her district, changes in the address, and names that 
were marked out.  It is her understanding from New Mexico Municipal League, that any 
alterations made to the petition nullifies the petition and they will have to get a new petition.  
After this, she will agree to order an examination on the new petition that is collected. 
 
Mr. Dominguez stated he thought that’s what the examination will do.  He understands from our 
attorney, the city clerk needs to go to the county clerk and examine the petitions and make sure 
everything is valid before we continue.  It is his personal opinion this needs to stop and we need 
to move forward however we need to follow the law.   
 
Ms. Salinas McTigue stated that the addendum to her discussion is she objects to the fact that the 
citizens are not being told the truth and that people are telling lies to get signatures.  She does not 
have a problem being recalled but if we are going to follow what the laws are and the ordinances 
then this is subject to everyone not just her as a commissioner.  She will want another petition 
gathered and then she wants the signatures examined.  If she needs to abide by that then 
everyone should, including the people gathering the signatures. 
 
Mayor Curnutt stated that there is a motion on the floor.   
 
 
Mr. Lumpkin stated he understands we don’t have a choice and we must do one thing or another 
to either certify as valid or order to examine.   
 
Ms. Gray stated that she received a letter from city attorney, Randy Knudson, and he stated that 
the statute clearly states that commission shall either certify the petition as valid or order an 
examination.  Mr. Lumpkin believes ordering an examination would be the proper step and will 
uncover defects if they are there.   
 
Ms. Gray also stated she received a letter from Randy Van Vleck attorney with New Mexico 
Municipal League, which states that once the petition is filed in her office, names cannot be 
marked off the petition.  The letter further stated that Mr. Van Vleck is aware of no provision 
that would permit a person to withdraw their name from a petition once it is filed with the city 
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clerk's office. However, he supposes that if someone wanted to remove their name, they could do 
so if they were able to find the person circulating the petition and scratch out their name before it 
is filed. Once the petition is filed, he did believe it is final and no changes can be made.   
 
Ms. Gray assured the commission that the petitions were not marked by her and this is how they 
were presented to her office.   
 
Ms. Gray stated that this was a concern that was brought by Ms. Salinas-McTigue and it led to 
the letter from Mr.  Van Vleck.   
 
Mayor Curnutt stated there is a motion and a second to have these petitions examined.  He stated 
if there is an irregularity it will be addressed. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin wanted to make it clear that we do not have the literature to examine these 
signatures.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated that’s why she asked for a discussion because she does not have a 
problem with the examination however, she wants a new petition that has no markings and has 
all registered voters and when they gather the information on the new petition that they do not 
misrepresent and they must be truthful.  She will go along with the examination of the petition 
but she wants it stipulated that she wants a new petition drawn up.   
 
Mayor called for Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Curnutt Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Ms. Salinas stated that with the stipulation she will say yes. 
 
Request for Approval of funding to Rock a Billy on the Route – Mr. Sandoval stated that if 
they can perform real well he does not have a problem giving $10,000.00 and Ms. Salinas-
McTigue seconded this.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin stated that Rock a Billy asked for $5,900 and the money comes from the Lodger’s 
Tax Board and that’s what was approved by the board.  He is not sure if there is money 
available. 
 
Mr. Sandoval made the motion to award $10,000 to Rock a Billy and Ms. Salinas-McTigue 
seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin stated he would agree with the stipulation that the money be available from 
Lodger’s Tax and Mr. Sandoval agreed.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated she is the City’s liaison for the Lodger’s Tax Board and she is sure 
the money is available.  The only reason why the money has not been given to Rock a Billy is 
because she has asked for accountability.   



Commission Meeting Minutes  for 10/24/13 
Page 8 

Mayor asked for Roll Call: 
 
Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Mr. Dominguez stated he attended the last Lodger’s Tax Board meeting and they had a very 
successful meeting.  Mr. Talley spoke out regarding the monies that were spent and used.   
 
Mayor Curnutt asked if the funding for Bluegrass could be put back on the agenda. 
 
Gary Montano - Mayor Curnutt informed Mr. Montano that he will be allowed 10 minutes.  Mr. 
Montano began by saying he wanted to clear the air.  He wanted to address Mr. Lumpkin’s 
concern regarding the recall in District 1.  He has a certified copy of the inactive and active lists 
for District 1.  He and other veterans have combed through the inactive and active lists against 
the petition that was circulated and we have found 5 people who signed the petition and who do 
not live in District 1.  When that motion comes up he wants to challenge because he does have 
the information.  He paid $30 dollars for the active and inactive list from the county clerk.   
 
He also stated if anyone has any questions regarding the recall lists he has the list and he has the 
names that have been scratched out and one was completely redacted which is not legal at all.   
 
His next issue is to correct the media.  He spoke to Paul Martinez and the brunt of his 
presentation is going to be regarding the Sands Dorsey.  He talked to Paul Martinez and he is the 
enforcement officer at New Mexico Solid Waste Division.  What the media printed and he spoke 
to Steve Hansen about this, is that Doug Powers said there is a possibility that a site in Clovis 
may receive the material but might have to travel to a licensing site in Moriarity.  He stated this 
is a lie, the licensing site is in Mountainair and that was verified with Mr. Martinez.   
 
In fact, in this article, Mike Cherry stated that the building is hazardous condition representing a 
public and safety problem and the damage to the occupied building to the west.  This was 
concluded by a letter to City Manager, Doug Powers in 2012.  He has submitted a public records 
request for this letter and has not received it but when he does, he will give an update. 
 
He stated that in 2011-2012 Doug Powers was the Community Development Director and his 
salary was $52,345 after all the bells and whistles were added he made $71,941.  In 2012, Mr. 
Powers became the city manager and his salary increased to $65,000 and increased to $83,200.00 
after the bells and whistles.  The current contract for Mr. Powers stated the city agreed to pay 
Mr. Powers $70,000 per annum along with fringed benefits.  In a two year timeframe he went 
from $52,245 to $70,000, which is a $19,655 pay raise.  The average pay raise for city 
employees is a .50 cent raise and Mr. Dysart received a $2.00 pay raise. 
 
He stated he found the smoking gun when it comes to the Sands Dorsey Building.  He hopes the 
acting city commissioners and the city manager are aware of Resolution 2007-33.  He continued 
to read the Resolution.   All these smoking mirrors could have been put off per the resolution.  In 
fact he verified with Paula Chavez, Municipal Court Clerk that the owner of Sands Dorsey has 
never paid a fine.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin stated they as a commission, tried to put the owner in jail.  They did an income 
evaluation to see if he had anything to set off the cost of tearing down the building.  The building 
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does not belong to the citizens of Tucumcari.  If we take possession of the building, which we 
can because we have an investment in it, we also take the possession of the liability that comes 
along with the building.  It was declared by an office in Santa Fe, once we own it a lawsuit will 
be filed against the City of Tucumcari.  In regards to the 90 days deadline referenced in 
Resolution 2007-33, when got to the 90 days deadline we were informed the citizens would have 
to pay $400,000-$500,000 and we did not have the money in the budget.  We came back with a 
plan that we would divert Ute Lake Water Fund and at that time Clovis and Portales came up 
with the pipeline project.  He stated that Mr. Montano’s way would cost the citizens $500,000.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin feels that we need to transfer or change the identification of the gross receipts tax.  
He thought we were going to need the money to protect Ute Lake from the pipeline project.  If 
we were going to spend money for the Ute Lake project it would take at least two years to need 
money from that.  We have people coming who may be interested in that property.   
 
He has a claim of lien in the amount of $7,170 plus attorney’s fees and interest be allowed.  He 
wants to know who paid for it.  On the same property September 18, 2009, the lien amount was 
for $63,666 plus attorney’s fees.  He requested the entire file.  They cannot prove who paid for it 
and it is incomplete.  He has all the legal documents.  Mr. Vanderpool and Mr. Lafferty agree 
with him.  He believes someone is hiding something and now the Attorney General’s Office is 
aware of it and an investigation is ongoing.   
 
Items from Commissioners 
 
Mr. Sandoval stated that since he has been a commissioner he has tried to help this community.  
Mr. Pacheco deserves an apology and he has not received one other than from him.  It’s time for 
him to defend himself.  He has worked with the cemetery.  These issues at the cemetery did not 
begin until after Max Jimenez retired.  He has worked with Ms. Betty Coslett Cooper and she 
wrote a statement and he was not included in it.  He does not think the supervisor has been 
reprimanded.  The problem is still there.  He will not help them anymore and he does not want 
any phone calls regarding the cemetery.  My wife and my sister have babies in Babyland and 
when City employees mowed everything down, they didn’t apologize to anyone.   
 
In regards to the petition, he invited all the people who signed the petition to question him.  If 
they think he is doing nothing, let’s find out at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Dominguez thanked everyone for coming tonight. 
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated she has been in office for 18 months and she has done more for the 
City of Tucumcari than anyone, in the last 30-40 years.  She also invited the people who signed 
the petition to recall her to the next commission meeting because she wants to tell them what she 
has done for the City. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin stated that $70,000 was for engineering company who declared it was going to cost 
$400,000 -$500,000 to tear the building down.  It was $50,000 for engineering costs and $20,000 
for attorney’s fees.  There has been money spent on the building to make it safer.  The City is 
audited every year.  If in the past things didn’t go right, it’s the last audit that we work with. 
 
Mayor Curnutt thanked everyone for coming.   
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Adjournment 
 
Mayor Curnutt asked for a motion to Adjourn.  Mr. Lumpkin made a motion to adjourn and Ms. 
Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion. Roll Call: 
 
Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes           Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.   
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Amiel Curnutt, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Angelica M. Gray, City Clerk 


