
City of Tucumcari 
Special City Commission Meeting Minutes 

November 8, 2013 
 

 
The Tucumcari City Commission met in a special meeting on Thursday, November 8, 2013, at 
4:30 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers, Members present constituting a quorum were, 
Amiel Curnutt, Ernest Dominguez, Robert Lumpkin, Jimmy Sandoval and Dora Salinas-
McTigue. 
 
City Staff members present were: Doug Powers, City Manager; Asst. City Manager, Charlie 
Sandoval; and Angelica Gray, City Clerk. 

 
Consideration of Changes for Deletions to the Agenda 
 
Mr. Powers stated that after meeting with City Clerk we would like to move Item 6A and 6B to 
come after Item 4.  
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion approve the agenda as amended and Mr. Dominguez seconded 
the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Items from Citizens 
 
Gary Montano stated that on page 40 of the New Mexico Municipal League book regarding the 
removal from vacancies of office, it states that if the commissioner, mayor, or city manager do 
not live in the municipality of Tucumcari, they are automatically subject to vacating that position 
In addition, he quoted §10-3-1(5), he read the statute.  He then questioned Mayor Curnutt’s 
residency.   
 
Mr. Montano also read an internal email from Yvette Fazekas to Jeanette Maddaford dated 
September 17, 2007, regarding Sands Dorsey and followed by reading the email.   
 
In addition, Mr. Montano also read a letter from Chief Larry Hamm to Robert Hengstenberg 
dated September 4, 2007 he also read this letter.   
 
Mayor Curnutt informed Mr. Montano that he knows where he lives.  He reminded Mr. Montano 
that he stopped by his home a few weeks ago and asked for his phone number.  Mayor said he 
lives there Monday through Friday and sometimes he goes to Albuquerque to visit his wife.   
 
Mayor Curnutt agreed with Mr. Montano regarding him owning two properties in Logan.  He 
also stated that the house he lives in is in his family trust and he pays the taxes for this home.   
 
Findings from City Clerk for District 1 and 2 
 
Ms. Gray stated that at last meeting of October 24th she was ordered by the governing body to 
examine the recall petitions regarding District 1 and 2.  Her findings for the recall petitions for 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue and Mr. Jimmy Sandoval were as follows:  



Special Commission Meeting Minutes  for 11/8/13 
Page 2 

     Comm. Salinas-McTigue               Comm. Sandoval 
Total Signatures 50 34 
Purged Signatures   
 Address Irregularities   1   0 
 Not Registered w/Municipalities   2   0 
 Registered After Deadline   0   0 
 Signature Discrepancy   5   3 
 Previously Purged from Petition   1   0 
 Duplicate Signature   0   0 
 
Total Purged Signatures   9   3 
 
Total Qualified Signatures 41 31 
 
Required Petition Signatures 32 24 
 
Certification of Petition signatures as Valid or Order an Examination for District 3 
pursuant to 3-1-5(G) – Mr. Dominguez made the motion to order an examination for petitions 
in District 3 and Mr. Lumpkin seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Resolution 2013-31- Ms. Gray informed the commission that their choices for the special 
election were either January 2, 2014 or March 4, 2014. 
 
Ms. Gray informed the commission that in regards to the election, they can opt to have an all 
mail ballot or a standard election.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to conduct the special election on January 2, 2014 and Mr. 
Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Lumpkin Sandoval Dominguez Curnutt Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to have the election on the regular format with a ballot at the 
polling place and Ms. Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
 
Dominguez  Lumpkin Curnutt Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Ms. Gray also informed the commission they need to approve where the location will take place.  
It is Ms. Gray’s understanding that the election in March 2012, took place at the Tucumcari 
Public Library.  She visited with Ellen White at the county clerk’s office and it is Ms. White’s 
understanding that the library is not compliant with the Health American Vote Act (HAVA).  
The commissioners choices would be to conduct the special election either at the Public Library 
or at the Tucumcari Convention Center. 
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Mr. Lumpkin stated he would like to choose a central located area.  He feels the convention 
center is out of the way.  He asked if it is legal to have the election at city hall.  Ms. Salinas-
McTigue’s opinion that it should be at the convention center.   
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue made the motion to have the election take place at the convention center 
and Mr. Sandoval seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  
 
Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Sandoval Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Items from Commissioners 
 
Mr. Sandoval had nothing to add at this moment.   
 
Mr. Dominguez thanked everyone for coming. 
  
Mr. Lumpkin thanked everyone for coming.  He can see this commission is starting to work 
together and he appreciates it. 
 
Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated we are not working together but we are coming together for an 
important issue. 
 
Mr. Curnutt also thanked everyone for coming out.  
 
Adjournment 
 
Mayor Curnutt asked for a motion to Adjourn.  Mr. Lumpkin made a motion to adjourn and Mr. 
Dominguez seconded the motion. Roll Call: 
 
Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes           Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:48 p.m.   
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Amiel Curnutt, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Angelica M. Gray, City Clerk 


