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CITY OF TUCUMCARI 
CITY COMMISSION  

Work Session Notes 
October 24, 2013 

The Tucumcari City Commission met in a work session on Thursday, October 24, 2013 at 4:30 
p.m. in the City Commission Chambers.  Members present were Mayor Amiel Curnutt, Ernest 
Dominguez, Robert Lumpkin, Jimmy Sandoval, and Dora Salinas-McTigue. 

City staff members present were Doug Powers, City Manager; Angelica Gray, City Clerk, Alex 
Arias, Streets Supervisor; and Dennis Dysart, Finance Director. 

Ute Lake Water Project 

Mr. Lumpkin stated he attended the Eastern New Mexico Rural Water Utility Authority meeting, 
which is the pipeline group.  The new development is the Ute Reservoir Water Commission and 
he is a member of that group.  He stated that at one time, eight members of that group asked for a 
new survey to survey the sustainability of that reservoir with that project but they were unable to 
vote on it because it was not on the agenda and it would have to wait until the next meeting 
which is October 31 at which time they will discuss the new yield study.  Since that meeting, 
there were eight entities that voted to have the study but because it was not on the agenda they 
couldn’t make it official.  Now there are only four members who are for the study.   

Mr. Lumpkin stated that the City of Tucumcari has CDM Smith participating in that meeting 
with him.  The study with current conditions shows that the reservoir will not sustain the project 
and the engineer will support the study from an engineering stand point.  The cost is $2,500, 
which has been discussed in the past.  This cost is coming from the $15,000 which was allocated 
for the new study 

Mr. Lumpkin stated the new study will have to be approved by Interstate Stream Commission.  
The most important member of the commission is the state engineer from Clovis and one of the 
members is from city commission from Clovis and both have stated they will not support a new 
study.  Our action will be to ask for a new study and support it with our engineering letter.   

Mr. Lumpkin stated that possibly with doing that and the media being present at the meeting, 
they will ask why they are afraid of a new study.  One of the reasons why they don’t want a new 
study is because it will delay their project.  We have brought ideas and alternatives to the project 
in hoping they will follow our ideas.  They stated they are not stopping for anyone. 

There is a bus tour from the Eastern NM Water Authority, will be at Ute Lake tomorrow, which 
include Cannon Air Force members and the commission of 50 from Clovis and they will be 
showing how they are progressing.  They are also implying this project is for drinking water and 
for Homeland Security, which is now supporting Cannon Air Force.   
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Update on Landfill 

Mr. Arias stated they started yesterday and completed the tie in.  This morning they started with 
putting the composite clay liner down and textured and smoother 60 mil liner also.  They are ¾ 
of the way done with that and should be completed with it tomorrow.  They will start GEO 
composite possibly tomorrow and finish it. By Wednesday they should be done laying the liner 
down.   

Mr. Powers stated the guys are doing a great job.   

Mr. Dominguez asked how long it will take for the landfill to be in operation.  Mr. Arias stated 
that after the cover is put on, the State has to approve it and it’s his understanding that it may be 
possibly two weeks.   

Mr. Powers thought at the next work session we can discuss the opening of the landfill.  He 
visited with Representative Dodge and Robert Mondragon who would like to meet with the 
commissioners.   

Mr. Lumpkin stated that before we started the landfill we had a choice to build a transfer station 
or build our own landfill.  We applied for this under the impression that it was going to be a 
regional landfill.  As a regional landfill, it gives us leverage to receive state funding.  Mr. 
Lumpkin recommends that we make it a regional landfill for three reasons: 1) because of the 
revenue, 2) the leverage to get more grants, and 3) because he does not want to throw our 
neighbors under the bus.  We are the best option. 

Ms. Salinas-McTigue inquired about the inspection once the landfill is full.  She understands that 
for years after the landfill is closed, we have to pay somebody to monitor the landfill.  Ms. 
Salinas-McTigue asked that in the grants, is there a stipulation that we can use the money to pay 
for the monitoring of the landfill.  Mr. Lumpkin stated it could.   

Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked how many cells were lost.  Mr. Arias stated we lost 20 cells.   

Update on hiring efforts for Wastewater 

Mr. Powers informed the commission that interviews for the four applicants are scheduled for 
Monday and Tuesday.  There are options to hire individuals to come in part time and take over 
management if these applicants don’t work out.   

Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked what the final consensus was on Mr. Rivera.  Mr. Powers informed 
the commission that he has provided a letter stating he wanted to return to his old position.   

Ms. Salinas-McTigue asked for the status of the Cheese Factory.  Mr. Powers and Mr. Sandoval 
stated that Daniel’s Construction is laying concrete for them.  Mr. Powers stated the State does 
the permits for the building.   

Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated it got back to her that the City of Tucumcari is making them jump 
through hoops and they would just assume close it and move out of Tucumcari.  We need to 
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work together or we don’t, there are no ifs.  Mr. Sandoval stated that it is good that the Cheese 
Factory is trying to work with us. 

Mr. Powers stated that HDR brought an engineer to go through the plant and he is supposed to 
give us an evaluation on the grit screen next week.  Mr. Rivera said the control panel has been 
replaced and it is fully operational. He is not sure if he has received the ultra lights but he knows 
they have been ordered. 

One of the pumps that were down was simply an electrical short.   

Ms. Salinas-McTigue stated that the 30 day evaluation that Commission Dominguez and Mayor 
Curnutt agreed to on the City Manager is due on November 14th.  The Mayor stated the 60 day 
evaluation will be due December 12th.   

Mayor Curnutt put a format together for priorities and it needs to be filled out and combine them 
into one.   

Mr. Powers stated that Mr. Sandoval has been working on some improvements at Kodiak 
Produce and maybe we can visit on this.  Mr. Sandoval received an estimate on improvements.   

It was decided that the commission will make the decision at the next commission meeting to 
decide the holiday schedule.   

Adjournment 

Mayor Curnutt asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Lumpkin made the motion to adjourn and Mr. 
Dominguez seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 

Sandoval Curnutt Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
The work session end at 5:06 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 
 
____________________________ 
Angelica M. Gray, City Clerk 


