
City of Tucumcari 
Public Hearing 

September 19, 2013 
 

 
The Tucumcari City Commission met in a public hearing on Thursday, September 19, 2013 at 
5:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers, Members present constituting a quorum were 
Ernest Dominguez, Jr., Robert Lumpkin, Jimmy Sandoval, and and Dora Salinas-McTigue.  
Mayor Curnutt was absent. 
 
City Staff members present were: Doug Powers, City Manager; Angelica Gray, City Clerk; Vicki 
Strand, Community Development Director, and Dennis Dysart, Finance Director.  

 
Public Hearing 
 
Rank #1 – Landfill Trash Compactor 816F2Q - Mr.  Powers stated that infrastructure Capital 
Improvement Plan is done every year, it’s somewhat a is a wish list for the City.  We go out and 
they start the process.  Ms. Strand sends out copies of last year’s list and she asks the department 
head to add any items they think are important.   
 
Last year what they came in with capital outlay they looked at our top 3 projects.  He thinks 
these top 3 are the most important.  The rest don’t really matter how they are rated or ranked 
other than our opinion.   
 
Last week he visited with Dennis Roch and he also spoke to Representative George Dodge.  Mr. 
Lumpkin and himself visited with Senator Campos and Senator Woods.  They agree that this 
landfill started out as a landfill for Tucumcari and has turned into a regional landfill.  We have 
Quay County, Game and Fish, Logan, Santa Rosa, Guadalupe County.  We’ve had Las Vegas 
and Conchas Dam Lake.  We also get loads form Grady every once in a while.   
 
He thinks everyone realizes how important it is to have equipment to maintain the landfill 
properly.  Next week we will have our bid contract recommendation for that.  We are looking at 
cell 2 being completed by the first of November.  We are starting out with 2 feet of fluff layer, 
which is not compacted.  After that, we need to be able to get 1400 or 1500 lbs of compaction on 
the trash.   
 
We were not compacting trash and we had the compactor repaired.  We’ve had this machine for 
15 years ago and it was used.  He has talked to our representative and they are willing to step up 
and support us as a regional issue. 
 
Mr. Powers informed the commissioners they have the ability to change the ranking and this can 
be added at any time during the year or modified.   
 
Rank #2 – Center Street Tank/Repair/Replace – Mr. Powers stated we’ve had a leak on this 
tank.  It is a 1,000,000 gallon tank.  This gives us additional storage for water.  If we had trouble 
with our five mile tank we would not be able to house water, this tank would give us additional 
storage for water.   
 
Rank #3 Landfill Trash Truck – We received capital outlay last year and did get a new truck.  
However, we are still using old units.   
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Rank #4, Ute Lake Water – This project is very important to us.  We are fighting this fight on a 
daily basis. 
 
Rank #5, Aber Addition Infratruscture Improvements – This is on McGee Street.  This street 
is terrible.  WE have done several CDBG grants in the past.  We repair a spot and try to connect 
them and complete the system.  We are still lacking an area from Adams Street along McGee 
over to recereation center.   
 
Rank #6, East Rt. 66 Infrastructure Improvements – This is contingent should we get the 
racino we will need more hotels, restaurants in that area.  He thinks we need to be able to step up 
and provide the infrastructure.  He knows that we had the study and the ability to supply that but 
we are still sitting there with 2,000 feet of Main St. and across Tucumcari Lake and is probably 
not in good shape.   
 
Mr. Powers stated this is the thought process that we put behind this list.  We open the public 
hearing to make comments but when it comes down to it, it is the commission’s decision.   
 
Mr. Dominguez asked if it can be changed in the event of an emergency.  Mr. Powers and Ms. 
Strand both stated it can be modified. 
 
Mr. Lumpkin stated that Mr. Powers knows what the priorities are for the City.  He thinks the top 
2 are needed.  He also stated that in regards to the landfill, we are asking for the County, Santa 
Rosa, Logan, and San Jon. 
 
Mr. Dominguez concurs with Mr. Lumpkin regarding the top 2 rankings.  He thinks wastewater 
is also a priority. 
 
Mr. Sandoval asked if this landfill is big enough to handle all our needs.  Mr. Powers stated that 
it is set up to run for the next 40 years.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Mr. Lumpkin made a motion to adjourn and Ms. Salinas-McTigue seconded the motion.  Roll 
Call: 
 
Sandoval Dominguez Lumpkin Salinas-McTigue 
  Yes    Yes    Yes    Yes 
 
Adjourned at 5:29 p.m.   
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Jimmy Sandoval, Mayor Pro Tem 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Angelica M. Gray, City Clerk 


